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INVESTMENT POLICY OF BUSINESS ENTITIES
IN FOREIGN ECONOMIC ACTIVITY

Purpose. The study of the investment activity of economic actors requires special attention in the conditions
of a full-scale war. The article examines the theoretical and methodological foundations of the investment
policy of economic entities in the conditions of foreign economic activity.

Methods. A set of traditional and modern research methods is used: observation, generalization, analysis
and synthesis, express diagnosis.

Results. Disclosure of information related to issues such as ineffective investment and innovation policy and
management system, insufficient amount of attracted foreign and domestic investments, lack of regional programs
in which the tasks of all subjects of innovation policy would be agreed, insufficient budget funding of investment
and innovation activities is determined timeliness of the outlined problem. The development of information
technologies, in turn, has created a situation in which automation is a necessary interface language for increasing
the efficiency of any management process, in particular, training and implementation not only of state financial
policy, but also of business entities as a whole and the activation of investment activities in Ukraine. The article
examines the essence of investment policy and investments, the impact of investment activities on domestic business
entities. The theoretical foundations of the system of instruments of investment policy at the local level have been
studied, given that local self-government bodies differ significantly in terms of their duties and powers from both
central authorities and local state authorities, and therefore need their own system of instruments for the formation
of attractiveness local investments. The issue of internal and external investments is revealed.

Conclusions. The dependence of the success of the domestic economic policy on the attraction of external
and internal foreign investments in the economic cycle is considered. The features of the innovation and
investment policy of companies in the conditions of digital transformations taking place in the state today
are given. The possibility of applying some innovative investment models in domestic practice is considered.
Attention is focused on issues of investment cooperation between Ukraine and the European Union. The
urgent necessity of investing in the business sector at the time of military influence has been proven. The
problems considered in the article are relevant in the modern conditions of the development of the country,
companies and other business entities in the conditions of the need to fully use investment opportunities
through financial investments, the creation of a civilized stock market and the expansion of investment
financing methods and forms. The necessity of establishing an investment policy with the help of partner
interaction of the state, non-state economic management bodies and the subjects of foreign economic activity
is emphasized. This study can become a reference point for Ukrainian business in the near future. Also, the
research can be useful for the authorities, the public and the university environment.
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Statement of the problem. The study of investment activities
of economic actors requires special attention, especially in the
context of a full-scale war — at a time when exports and imports
of Ukrainian goods and services have decreased significantly.
Disclosure of information on such issues as ineffective investment
and innovation policy and management system, insufficient
foreign and domestic investment, lack of regional programmes
that would coordinate the tasks of all innovation policy actors,
and insufficient budgetary funding for investment and innovation
activities determine the timeliness of the problem. The
development of information technology, for its part, has created a
situation in which automation is a necessary interface language to
improve the efficiency of any management process, including the
implementation of state financial policy and business entities in
general and the intensification of investment activity in Ukraine.
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Thus, there is now an urgent need to translate the above-mentioned problems into the realm of
digitalisation and glocalisation.

Analysis of recent research and publications. At present, the investment policy of business entities
requires a deeper and more detailed study. A significant contribution to the study of various aspects
of investment policy was made by N. Bryukhouvetska, I. Buliciev, L. Gitman, M. J. Jonk, W. Sharp,
T. Alexander, J. Bailey, A.M. Hryshchuk, A. Zhuchenko, M.I. Kovtun, D.V. Nikitenko, N.I. Svynous,
V.V. Serzhanov, V. Fomishina, A.A. Peresada and other scholars and practitioners. Various mechanisms
of investment cooperation of business entities in the implementation of foreign economic activity
were studied by M.V. Signatulin, E.P. Danilchenko, A.V. Zavgorodnyi, L.S. Kozak, V.P. Khomutenko,
L.S. Lutsenko, P.V. Pashko and other scholars [1-12]. Scientists have deepened the study of the problems
of investment policy of business entities in the implementation of foreign economic activity in difficult
conditions of socio-economic crisis, pandemic and post-pandemic and/or military influence.

The article is aimed at studying the investment policy of economic entities and its development in
difficult economic conditions in the course of foreign economic activity. Bukiamx ocHOBHOTO Marepiaiy.

The continuous functioning of any enterprise and its survival in the face of ultra-fierce competition
and disorder depend on the ability of the enterprise to stabilise and develop. Under any circumstances,
it is only in the process of development that an enterprise can achieve a strong competitive position
and relative growth. It becomes obvious that there is a need to manage the investment process, which
is the basis of development and which directly affects its effectiveness (Yamnenko, Ponochovna,
2019).

In this regard, it is worth noting the recognised scientific work ‘Basics of Investing’ by L.J. Gitman
and M.D. Johnk, which considers a complex of investment processes: global aspects of investment
activity, the role of investment in the economy, strategy and means of achieving investment goals,
participants in the investment process, types of investors and investments, investment instruments
and other market aspects of investment management (Svynous, 2019). One of the achievements
of modern investment science is the fundamental works of W. Sharpe, T. Alexander, and J. Bailey.
Thus, their work ‘Investments’ presents a comprehensive system of research from the investment
environment, the basic concepts of the investment process, to the disclosure of the features and
types of financial investments, the study of stock markets, investment banking, as well as issues of
financial analysis, investment management, evaluation of the effectiveness of investment portfolio
management and forms of international investment. We believe that these issues are relevant in the
current conditions of the country’s development, with the need to fully use the opportunities for
investment through financial investments, create a civilised stock market, and expand the ways and
forms of investment financing (Knysh et al., 2022).

Moreover, the definition of investment used in the national legislation is also based on the process and
target approaches. For example, according to the Law of Ukraine ‘On Investment Activity’, investments
are defined as all types of property and intellectual property invested in business and other types of
activities that generate profit (income) and/or achieve social and environmental effects (Vilchynskyi,
2023).

The current economic policy is aimed at implementing a strategy of socio-economic development,
which is gradually and persistently formed from annual economic growth. Economic growth is impossible
without investment in the economy. Today, it is important to take a deeper look at both domestic investment
and foreign investment with foreign capital. Most modern politicians, academics and practitioners
consider foreign investment to be the only possible option to boost the Ukrainian economy and bring the
domestic economy to the latest level with high production efficiency. Undoubtedly, foreign investment
is desirable, useful and very much needed in Ukraine. Indeed, foreign investment with foreign capital is
of great importance for the Ukrainian economy, and it is necessary to attract it and develop this area of
investment. However, it seems irrational to rely on foreign capital to a large extent. Foreign investment is
accompanied by many problematic factors, both positive and obstructive. In addition, even successfully
attracted and actively operating foreign investments can easily leave the country and relocate their business
to more attractive territories with better conditions if the financial infrastructure and investment climate
deteriorate. The practice of foreign investment has just demonstrated such behaviour of foreign investors
after the global financial crisis, in the current pandemic period, and especially during a full-scale invasion
(Klimenko, 2021).
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According to research by the European Business Association, the negative factors that affect the level
of Ukraine’s investment environment and business activity, as well as the Investment Attractiveness Index
of Ukraine (which as of 2023 is 2.44 out of 5), are

1) a full-scale war;

2) corruption;

3) a weak judicial system;

4) reduced purchasing power;

5) logistical challenges.

It is worth noting that all of the above factors contribute to the existing problems of implementing
investment and innovation policy in Ukraine (Prychepa et al., 2020).

The issues of formation and implementation of the state financial policy of intensification of investment
activity in the context of digitalisation are unexplored, relevant and require scientific understanding.
Effective implementation of automation of the formation and implementation of the State financial policy
of intensification of investment activity involves proper integration of information and methodological,
technical, legal and personnel support within the framework of the software used.

Information and methodological support involves the availability of clearly defined sources of input
information, technologies for its fixation and flow, processing methods and the form of final display.
Technical support includes a set of technical means and information communications that allow for the full
realisation of the software’s potential. Legal support involves the organisation and practical implementation
of automation of the state financial policy of intensifying investment activity in accordance with the
requirements of the current legislation. Human resources support is manifested through formalisation
and compliance with the requirements for employees who will directly interact with software products
(Vilchynskyi, 2023).

While at the national level it is possible to formulate a legislative framework, allocate funds for
capital investment, etc., at the local level there is no such possibility. Instead, the main function that local
governments can and should perform is to search for and communicate directly with investors, promote
the investment potential of the territory, and prepare direct investment proposals and partially co-finance
them (Malyshivskyi, 2021).

Among the current trends in investment and innovation regional development in Ukraine in
the context of decentralisation, the role of the region, territorial community, and the individual is
growing. It is to meet human needs that public services are created, improved, transformed, new
jobs are created, etc. Human potential is important in this process, especially in the context of the
migration crisis (Pron, 2022).

It is worth noting that investments are an important component of integration processes and a catalyst
for globalisation transformations in the world economy, which create additional challenges for cooperation
between countries, while also generating new opportunities for their partnership.

One of the largest global players in the field of foreign direct investment is the EU, which has led to
increased attention to the peculiarities of the formation and implementation of the Union’s investment
policy. The European Union is the world’s largest economic bloc, an active global player in the international
arena and one of the world’s largest generators and donors of development processes. The economic
potential of the EU is quite powerful and the European Union is second only to the United States in terms
of economic independence.

The EU investment policy differs significantly from the investment policy at the national level, as it is
international in nature. The mechanism for implementing the EU investment policy is based on the task
of optimising the distribution of capital within an integrated Europe and ensuring sustainable economic
growth in the region.

The investment policy should be commensurate with the characteristics and scale of the enterprise,
should be documented, constantly reviewed and updated, open to government agencies and investors,
and understandable to external partners. In addition, an investment policy is essential for an enterprise to
determine the most effective investment option and identify the most profitable ways to use funds over a
long period of time with constant returns.

It is worth noting that when formulating an action plan, which together constitutes an investment
policy, it is important to take into account the financial and economic condition of the enterprise, market
conditions, product characteristics such as volume, quality characteristics, cost, technological equipment
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of production, structure of own and borrowed funds, financing conditions in the capital market, insurance
and investment guarantees, leasing conditions, etc.

We also recommend that you pay attention to such a sector as bank investments. Bank investments are
primarily understood as investments made by commercial banks as investment entities. If investments
are understood as an investment of capital with the aim of its further growth, then from the bank’s
point of view, the capital growth should be sufficient to compensate the commercial bank for refusing
to use available financial resources to invest in other alternative instruments in the financial market, to
reward it for its risk and to compensate for losses from inflation in the future investment period. Banking
investments mediate the process of using temporarily free money capital in the form of financing (Ilending)
capital investments or other forms of investment in real assets of investment goods directly to service the
reproduction process. They are characterised by the supply of money funds by the banking system, which
acts as a seller, and the demand for these funds by potential participants in investment activity, who are
buyers of bank investments.

In turn, the impact of digitalisation on economic development at both the macro and micro levels
is obvious today. However, the digitalisation of the economy as a whole, as well as of individual
industries, enterprises, and business processes, involves the development of digital technologies,
which, accordingly, necessitates an increase in investment in this area. At the same time, digitalisation
creates new opportunities for innovation and investment activities and is an impetus for the
development of the domestic IT industry. Therefore, modern enterprises today are radically changing
their innovation and investment policy, the development of which in the context of digitalisation has
certain features and is associated with:

— increasing investment in the IT industry and developing its infrastructure;

— Increasing the economic return on digital transformation;

— the need to possess a certain amount of knowledge and skills in the IT sector;

— competences of digital technology users;

— government involvement in promoting digital literacy and providing appropriate incentives;

— the existence of state, regional or sectoral expert councils on digital development (Chernikova,
2021).

While a decade ago, at the beginning of the rapid development of digital technologies, it was believed
that investments should be structured to match the technological structure of production and be aimed
at improving it to ensure economic development, in the context of digitalisation, this statement can be
considered stereotypical, as modern investments can radically change the structure and direction of
production in line with market demands. But, as at any time and under any conditions, investments must
be appropriate, justified, promising and effective.

The implementation of the innovation and investment policy of enterprises in the context of digital
transformation involves the achievement of certain economic, social, technological, and environmental
effects, which are systematised.

In terms of digitalisation, the following effects are mainly achieved:

1) social — through the improvement of existing and the emergence of new mobile applications, further
expansion of the Internet, informatisation of society, and the development of digital technologies;

2) economic — by automating and robotising production processes, reducing overheads, reducing the
time required to perform the same operations, expanding the information space, improving the management
system, and creating technology transfer mechanisms;

3) technological — through machine interaction, artificial intelligence, 3D technologies, augmented
reality, smart equipment;

4) environmental — through greening of production, use of alternative energy sources, introduction of
smart ecosystems, etc.

In our opinion, social effects are the most noticeable today, and economic effects are the least, due to
the low involvement of industry in digitalisation processes (Chernikova, 2021).

In our view, all potential investment projects should rely not only on state financial assistance but
also on reliable incentives for the production of competitive innovative products. It is worthwhile to
analyse more thoroughly the exports of products, which are increasingly reflected in economic reviews
and reports. For enterprises that produce goods to meet the needs of the domestic market, the production
of goods to replace imports can be considered equivalent to this indicator.
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Table 1
Value measurement of imports and exports of goods, foreign direct investment (FDI)
in Ukraine in 2023, billion USD

Months Import Exports FDI
January 5,0 3,1 0,31
February 5,1 33 0,33
March 5,5 3,8 0,33
April 4,7 3,0 0,33
May 5,0 3,1 0,34
June 5,0 3,0 0,34
July 5,2 2,4 0,35
August 5,5 2,7 0,36
September 5,4 2,7 0,35
October 5,6 2,7 0,31
November 4,7 2,9 0,35
December 5,4 3,1 0,4

Source: compiled from (Ministry of Economy, 2023; Zharykova, 2024)
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Figure 1. The impact of goods imports on foreign direct investment in 2023
Source: author's development based on data from (Zharykova A., 2024).

The model, which has the form Y=In0.2575+0.171Inx, shows that the change in imports in 2023 was
not caused by a change in foreign direct investment, but was influenced by random factors. As we can see,
the growth of imports affects the growth of the function by only 2.2% (i.e., about 2% of the function’s
growth is explained by the impact of imports).
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Figure 2. Impact of commodity exports on foreign direct investment in 2023
Source: author's development based on data from (Zharykova A., 2024).

46 Customs Scientific Journal, Ne 1, 2024



According to Fig. 2, the model has the form: Y=In0.3646+0.062Inx. Accordingly, the change in exports
in the 4th quarter of 2023 was also not due to changes in foreign direct investment, but was influenced by
random factors. As can be seen, export growth affects the growth of the function by only 1.1% (i.e., about
1% of the function’s growth is explained by the impact of goods exports).

Currently, the lack of products from import-substituting enterprises has a negative impact on Ukraine’s
foreign trade balance. It is advisable that the improvement of exports and import substitution should be
linked to the commissioning of new production facilities.

Conclusions. The limited ability of business entities to conduct foreign economic activity in the context
of military influence creates serious obstacles to investment.

It has been determined that the issues of formation and implementation of the State financial
policy of activation of investment activity in modern conditions are relevant and require further
scientific understanding. Effective implementation of automation of formation and implementation
of the State financial policy of intensification of investment activity provides for proper integration
of information and methodological, technical, legal and personnel support within the framework of
the software used, use of the latest forms and instruments to stimulate international trade activity of
economic entities.
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Mema. Y cmammi 00cniodceno meopemurko-memooudHi 3acaou ineecmuyitinoi NOMMuKY cyd €xmie 20Cno0apro8anHs
8 YMOBAX peanizayii 306HIUHbOEKOHOMIYHOT 0isibHOCII. JOCTIOdNCeHO meopemuyHi 0CHOBU CUCTEMU THCIPYMEHMIB
iHGeCMUYITIHOT NONIMUKU HA PI3HUX PIGHAX YNPAGTIHHA.

Memoou. Buxopucmano Habip mpaouyitinux ma cyuacHux Memooig 00CIiONCeH . CNOCMEPENICEHHS, Y3A2aTbHEHH,
ananiz ma cunmes, excnpec OiazHOCMuxa.

Pesynomamu. Poszenanymo ennue 6HympiuiHboi eKOHOMIUHOI NOMMUKU HA PIBEHb 3ANYYEHHA 306HIWHIX ma
GHYMPIWHIX THO3eMHUX [Heecmuyill 6 exonomiunomy yukii. Hasedeno ocobnusocmi iHHOGaYitiHO-IHEeCMUYIUHOT
NONIMUKYU NIONPUEMCING 8 YMOBAX YUPPOUX mpancgopmayitl, wo 8i00yeaiomucs 8 0epacasi cb0200ui. Pozenanymo
MOJICTUBICID 3ACIMOCYBAHHSL QESKUX THHOBAYIIIHO-THEECMUYIIHUX Modenell y imyu3HAHIL npakmuyi. 30cepedceno
yeazy Ha NUMAHHAX iHeecmuyitino2o cnigpobimuuymea Yxpainu ma €sponeticvkozo Coio3y.

Bucnosxu. Jlosedeno eocmpy HeoOXioHicmv iH8eCMYBAHHA 6 0i3HeC-CeKMOop y 4ac MITIMApHO20 6Nnaue).
Iliokpecneno neoOXionicmy HANAZ00MNCEHHS [HEECMUYILIHOL NOAIMUKY 3a OONOMO0I0 NAPMHEPCHLKOI 83A€MOOTT
0epaHCasU, HeOePIICABHUX OP2AHI8 YNPABTIHHS eKOHOMIKOIO MA CAMUX CVO €KMI 308HIUHbOCKOHOMIYHOI OIAIbHOCHII.
Bcemanoeneno 36’430k 3HudCEHHs eKCHOPMHO-IMNOPMHOI akmuerocmi ma 0bcseig ingecmysanns. Lle docniocenns
Modice Oymu KOpUCHUM OISl OP2aHi6 61a0U, 2POMAICLKOC MA YHIBEPCUMENCbKO20 cepedosuLya.

KinrouoBi ciioBa: iHBeCTHINl, 30BHIIIHLOEKOHOMIYHI 3B’SI3KH, I1HBECTHIIIMHA IIOJITHKA, IOTEHI[ia,
OIIIHIOBaHHS, €()EKTUBHICTb.

48

Customs Scientific Journal, Ne 1, 2024



